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SUBJECT: DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION DECISION NOT TO PERMIT COM- 
MERCIAL CULTIVATION OF PAPAVER BRACTEATUM IN THE UNITED 
STATES 

REF: STATE 127574 

1 . EMBOFF CALLED JUNE 20 ON MURAT BILHAN IN CHARGE OF 
INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS MATTERS IN MFA, FOLLOWING LATTER'S 
ABSENCE ON VACATION, TO PROVIDE TEXT OF ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
DECISION BY DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION NOT TO PER- 
MIT US COMMERCIAL CULTIVATION OF PAPAVER BRACTEATUM. 

EMBOFF MADE POINT IN PARA 5 REFTEL THAT DECISION PUT 

GLOBAL HUMANITARIAN ABOVE DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL CONSIDERATIONS. 

2. BILHAN, PLEASED TO RECEIVE OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION OF THE 
DECISION, SAID THAT IT WOULD HAVE IMPORTANT IMPACT ON 
CONSCIENCE OF TURKISH ADMINISTRATION, 

MAKING TURKS EVEN MORE CAREFUL THAN BEFORE IN IMPLEMENTING 
THEIR POPPY CONTROL PROGRAM. A US DECISION TO PRO- 
CEED WITH CULTIVATION OF PAPAVER BRACTEATUM, BILHAN 
ADDED, WOULD HAVE HARMED US RELATIONS NOT ONLY WITH 
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TURKEY BUT WITH OTHER POPPY-GROWING COUNTRIES ESPECIALLY 
IN VIEW OF CURRENT WORLDWIDE SURPLUS NARCOTICS PRODUCTION. 
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